

GUIDELINES 
The following is published as a guide due to the increasing appearance of power assisted pedal cycles (PAPC). 

It is not to be taken as an authoritative source, rather as an attempt to give some direction on the subject.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION
A Motor vehicle is defined in Section 5 of the RTA and it specifically excludes 
power assisted pedal cycles.

Section 5 also states:-

“power assisted pedal cycle means a vehicle designed to be propelled through a mechanism operated solely by human power, to which is attached one or more auxiliary propulsion motors having a combined maximum output not exceeding 200 watts.” 
A motorized, two wheeled vehicle exceeding this power output is therefore either
(a) a moped, if the engine does not exceed 50cc and is designed so as not to be capable of a speed exceeding 60kmh, or 
(b) a motorcycle if it does. 

In either case the vehicle is required to be registered and a Driver’s Licence is required by the rider.
Section 228 of the Road Traffic Code states;

A person under 16 years of age shall not ride a power assisted

pedal cycle with the power assistance engaged.

Modified penalty: 1 PU
EXAMPLES 
Below is an example of a typical electric power assisted pedal cycle (PAPC).
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It has an adjustable bicycle seat and gears to make it easier to pedal, as well as a battery pack and a 200 Watt motor to assist the rider. 
The example below does not meet the definition of a PAPC. 
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It comprises a 48cc engine kit fitted to a normal pedal cycle.
In a recent prosecution by Forrestfield Police, a similar engine, also 48cc, was tested by Curtin University and was found to produce between 415 and 535 watts. 

These kits are readily available and on the website of the manufacturer of the above engine, they claim that even after detuning the engine, they tested it and found it to produce in excess of 500watts.  
The example below also does not meet the definition of a PAPC

  
It consists of a motor, in this case it is a Honda model GX31,fitted to a pushbike. Power is transferred to the rear wheel by a hard rubber roller. In this example the website claims it produces 1.1 kilowatts of power and so exceeds the allowable power output for a PAPC. 

In another application, shown below, the same engine has been detuned to produce a maximum of  200 watts and a compliance plate fitted, indicating this. An engineer certificate may also be provided with each of these scooters when originally purchased.   
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Although the above vehicles are not compliant for road use, nor the subject being discussed here, they are shown to highlight the difficulty that may be encountered in determining the power output of a engine fitted to a pedal cycle.

SUMMARY  
· Look for any markings, brands or compliance plates that may indicate displacement or power.
· Unless specifically indicated by a compliance plate or engineer certificate it seems, from available information, that most petrol powered engines, used as assistance to a pedal powered push-cycle will exceed 200 watts in their output.

· Be mindful that it may be necessary to arrange testing of the power output of the engine in the event of a not guilty plea. A fee of $1500 was charged in the recent case. This was subsequently recovered from the offender upon conviction. 

· The vehicle must be, first and foremost, a “human powered” bicycle, capable of being pedalled in the normal way and not a ‘defacto’ motorcycle.

· Electrically assisted pedal cycles are unlikely to exceed the 200 watt limit and are likely to be clearly labelled by the manufacturer.    
Charges to consider for a person riding a push cycle fitted with a  motor, having an output exceeding 200 watts would be;-  
1. Unregistered Vehicle, Section 15 (3) RTA 1974
2. No Authority to Drive, Section 49(1)(a) RTA, if no MDL or wrong class of MDL is held (depending on category the vehicle falls into).
3. Drive an Un-roadworthy Vehicle, Section 6 Road traffic (Vehicle standards) Regs 2002 
As a further guide, the following photos all show 48 cc engines, from the Zbox company, fitted to pedal cycles. None of these are allowed, unregistered, on WA roads.
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Gerry CASSIDY Sgt 5503
Traffic Policy Unit
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